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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Application Number 09/834, 264 was filed on 04/12/2001. Claims 1-13 are 
subject to examination. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 07/1 5/2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive for the following reasons: 

Claim rejection under 102(b): 
Applicant's argument: 

"Independent claim 1, includes the feature of "comparing the destination, address 
to the main and at least one alias electronic mail addresses." Applicant respectfully 
submits that Agraharam never performs this step. All of the email that arrive at the 
translation server in Agraharam is addressed to the phone number and all email that 
arrives at the email server is addressed to the email address. There is no need in 
Agraharam to perform the step of "comparing the destination address to the main and at 
at least one alias electronic mail addresses." 

"Claim 3 has been amended by this paper to Include the step of "comparing a 
destination address of an electronic mail message to the main electronic mail address 
and the at least one alias electronic mail address." Similar to the above remarks 
regarding independent claim 1, Applicant respectfully submit that this claimed feature of 
independent claim 3 is not disclosed in Agraharam." 

"Independent claims 10, 12 and 13 each contain a similar feature of " comparing 
the destination address to addresses included in a database of main and alias 
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electronic mail addresses ." As discussed above, Agraharam does not disclose, 
teach, or suggest this claimed feature." 
Examiner's response: 

First of all, claim 1 recites "receiving at a mail server an electronic mail message 
having a destination address", as previously indicated, this destination address is, as 
taught by Agraharam in col. 4, lines 44-47,"At step 201, the sender transmits an e-mail 
message to a user or group of users using each recipient's telephone#@domain.sub. 
name." 

Now, Agraharam goes on teaching in col. 3, line 51-66, "Once the recipient has 
registered with translation sen/er 110, an e-mail message addressed to the alias 
address of that recipient is directed to translation server 110. For example, an e-mail 
message from a sender at client terminal 101 addressed to 201 5558765@email, att.net 
is forwarded to translation server 110, Translation server 110, running a standard and 
well known Sendmail Daemon program, uses the telephone number address identitv, 
2015558765, to access database 117. Using that telephone number alias name, 
server 110 retrieves from database 1 17 the actual e-mail address associated with that 
telephone number and the Sendmail Daemon forwards the received e-mail message to 
that recipient's actual e-mail address. Thus, in the example, the e-mail message 
addressed to 2015558765@email.att.net is forwarded by server 110 to its 
corresponding actual e-mail address of steveg@attmail.com." 

The processes of retrieving from database the actual e-mail address (the main) 
associated with that telephone number (at least one of alias) inherently includes 
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"comparing the destination address to the main and at least one alias electronic mail 
addresses." 

This inherent fact that the processes of retrieving from database includes 
"comparing" is further substantiated by the claims 10. 12 and 13 of the instant 
application as underlined above. 

Response to Amendment 
3. The amendment to the claims filed on 07/15/05does not comply with the 
requirements of 37 CFR 1.121(c) because claim 4 is not indicated as being "(currently 
amended)". Amendments to the claims filed on or after July 30, 2003 must comply with 
37 CFR 1.121(c) which states: 

(c) Claims, Amendments to a claim must be made by rewriting the entire claim with all 
changes (e.g., additions and deletions) as indicated in this subsection, except when the 
claim is being canceled. Each amendment document that includes a change to an 
existing claim, cancellation of an existing claim or addition of a new claim, must include 
a complete listing of all claims ever presented, including the text of all pending and 
withdrawn claims, in the application. The claim listing, including the text of the claims, in 
the amendment document will serve to replace all prior versions of the claims, in the 
application. In the claim listing, the status of every claim must be indicated after its claim 
number by using one of the following identifiers in a parenthetical expression: (Original), 
(Currently amended), (Canceled), (Withdrawn), (Previously presented), (New), and (Not 
entered). 

(1 ) Claim listing. All of the claims presented in a claim listing shall be 
presented in ascending numerical order. Consecutive claims having the same status of 
"canceled" or "not entered" may be aggregated into one statement (e.g., Claims 1-5 
(canceled)). The claim listing shall commence on a separate sheet of the amendment 
document and the sheet(s) that contain the text of any part of the claims shall not 
contain any other part of the amendment. 

(2) When claim text with markings is required. All claims being currently 
amended in an amendment paper shall be presented in the claim listing, indicate a 
status of "currently amended," and be submitted with markings to indicate the changes 
that have been made relative to the immediate prior version of the claims. The text of 
any added subject matter must be shown by underlining the added text. The text of any 
deleted matter must be shown by strike-through except that double brackets placed 
before and after the deleted characters may be used to show deletion of five or fewer 
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consecutive characters. The text of any deleted subject matter must be shown by being 
placed within double brackets if strike-through cannot be easily perceived. Only claims 
having the status of "currently amended," or "withdrawn" if also being amended, shall 
include markings. If a withdrawn claim is currently amended, its status in the claim 
listing may be identified as "withdrawn — currently amended." 

(3) When claim text in clean version is required. The text of all pending 
claims not being currently amended shall be presented in the claim listing in clean 
version, /.e., without any markings in the presentation of text. The presentation of a 
clean version of any claim having the status of "original," "withdrawn" or "previously 
presented" will constitute an assertion that it has not been changed relative to the 
immediate prior version, except to omit markings that may have been present in the 
immediate prior version of the claims of the status of "withdrawn" or "previously 
presented." Any claim added by amendment must be indicated with the status of "new" 
and presented in clean version, i.e., without any underlining. 

(4) When claim text shall not be presented; canceling a claim. 

(i) No claim text shall be presented for any claim in the claim listing 
with the status of "canceled" or "not entered." 

(ii) Cancellation of a claim shall be effected by an instruction to 
cancel a particular claim number. Identifying the status of a claim in the claim listing as 
"canceled" will constitute an instruction to cancel the claim. 

(5) Reinstatement of previously canceled claim. A claim which was 
previously canceled may be reinstated only by adding the claim as a "new" claim with a 
new claim number. 



Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to 
the date of application for patent in the United States. 



5. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Agraharam et al. (hereinafter Agraharam) (US 5, 987, 508). 
Referring to claim 1, 
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The reference teaches a method of routing electronic mail messages to a user with a 

server (Fig. 1, element 110), the method comprising the steps of: 
(1) receiving at a mail server an electronic mail message having a destination address 
(col. 4, lines 44-47, "At step 201 , the sender transmits an e-mail message to a user or 
group of users using each recipient's telephone#@domain.sub. - name."); 

(2) receiving from a user at the mail server an identification of a main electronic 
mail address and at least one alias electronic mail address (col. 3, lines 35-50); 

(3) comparing the destination address to the main and at least one alias 
electronic mail addresses; and (4) transmitting the electronic mail message to an 
address determined as a result of the comparing step (col. 3, line 51-66). 
Referring to claim 2, 

The reference teaches the method of claim 1, wherein step (4) comprises: 

transmitting the electronic mail message to the destination address when the 

destination address is indicated as a main address; and 

transmitting the electronic mail message to a main address when the destination 

address is indicated as an alias address corresponding to the main address, (col. 3, line 

51-66) 

Referring to claim 3, 

The reference teaches a method of providing an electronic mail service to users, the 
method comprising the steps of: (1 ) registering a main electronic mail address for a 
user; (2) providing at least one alias electronic mail address to the user; (3) comparing a 
destination address of an electronic mail message to the main electronic address and 
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the at least one alias electronic mail address; and (4) delivering electronic messages 
addressed to the main address and electronic mail messages addressed to the at least 
one alias address to a single electronic mail inbox. (col. 3, line 24-50) 
Referring to claim 4, 

The reference teaches the method of claim 3, further including the step of: (5) allowing 
the user to manage the at least one alias electronic mail address, (col. 5, line 39 
through col. 6, line 5) 
Referring to claims 5 and 6, 

The reference teaches the method of claim 4, wherein the allowing steps comprises 
allowing the user to delete alias electronic mail addresses, and the method of claim 4, 
wherein the allowing steps comprises allowing the user to add alias electronic mail 
addresses, (col. 5, line 24 through col. 6, line 5, ) 
Referring to claims 7 and 8, 

The reference teaches the method of claim 3, further including the step of providing a 
record of electronic messages sent by and received by the at least one alias electronic 
mail address, (col. 5, lines 30-37), and the method of claim 7, further including the step 
of displaying electronic messages received by the at least one alias electronic mail 
address, col. 5, line 24 through col. 6, line 5) 
Referring to claim 9, 

The reference teaches the method of claim 3, further including the step of providing the 
main electronic mail address to the user. (col. 6, lines 6-22) 
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Referring to claim 10, 

The reference teaches an electronic mail server configured to perform the steps of: 

(1) receiving an electronic mail message having a destination address( col. 4, 
lines 44-47,"At step 201 , the sender transmits an e-mail message to a user or group of 
users using each recipient's telephone#@domain.sub.-- name."); 

(2) comparing the destination address to addresses included in a database of 
main and alias electronic mail addresses (col. 3, lines 35-50); and 

(3) transmitting the electronic mail message to an address determined as a result 
of the comparing step (col. 3, line 51-66). 

Referring to claim 11, 

The reference teaches the mail server of claim 10, wherein step (3) comprises: 
transmitting the electronic mail message to the destination address when the 
destination address is indicated as a main address in the database; and transmitting the 
electronic mail message to a main address when the destination address is indicated as 
an alias address corresponding to the main address in the database, (col. 3, line 51-66) 
Referring to claim 12, 

Claim 12 is a claim to a computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
instructions for performing the method steps of claim 1 . Therefore claim 12 is rejected 
for the reasons set forth for claim 1 . 
Referring to claim 13, 

The reference teaches an electronic mail system comprising: an electronic mail server 
(Fig. 1 , element 110) configured to perform the steps of: 
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(1) receiving an electronic nnail message having a destination address 

( col. 4, lines 44-47,"At step 201 , the sender transmits an e-mail message to a user or 
group of users using each recipient's telephone#@domain.sub.-- name."); 

(2) comparing the destination address to addresses included in a database of 
main and alias electronic mail addresses; and (3) transmitting the electronic mail 
message to an address determined as a result of the comparing step; and a computer 
coupled to the electronic mail server and including computer executable instructions 
that allow a user to send electronic mall messages from more than one electronic mail 
address with a single user interface, (col. 3, lines 35-66, col. 5, lines 24-37) 

Conclusion 

Examiner's note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the 
references as applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings of the art and are 
applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant in preparing responses, 
.to fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part of the 
claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art or 
disclosed by the Examiner. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
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TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ashok B. Patel whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3972. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John A Follansbee can be reached on (571 ) 272-3964. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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